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“I'll never need to know this stuff in real life!”
Sound familiar? Many middle graders have trouble seeing
the connection between math or science studies and everyday life.
Here are some easy ways to show your child how he can
use what he’s learning in math and science now—and in
the future.

Math matters

Help your youngster see how the math skills Sports figures. Strike up a dinnertime conversation abo
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ry at home. Teach your child ways to put her

try skills to work by asking for her help in rearranging
a room. Have her draw the room on graph paper (example:
squares x 2 squares for a sofa, 3 squares x 3 squares for a
chair). Where else could the sofa fit? If you're thinking about
getting new carpet, have your middle grader calculate the
price. She will need to compute the room’s square footage
(multiply the length of the room by its width) and then
multiply the total by the square-foot cost of the carpet.
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